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Peking acd Fae Persia. The Khurds-belong to a Mongolian race 
and are as intrepid as the frontier Pathans, There was not much love 
between the Khurds and the Persians, who are Aryans, and the Sultan is 
to have won them over to his side by declaring a jehad. It will be extremel 
ificult for the Persian Government, which is unable to maintain order even 
in times of peace, to check the Turks and Khurds. The Russian and British 
forees in Persia are also most probably inadequate for the purpose. __ ee rs 
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there have been skirmishés b irkish and Russian armies 
rts of Azarbaijan. The p Persian Government holding th 
Powers responsible for logses did not avail at all and none of the parties we: 
found agreeable to respect the integrity of Persia. There is a rumour that 
some of the Persians have joined with the Turkish Khurds and that Shujaud- 
dowla is trying to persuade some of the ee ae to join the Russians 
to oppose the Turks. It is also rumoured that the Russians have given | 
‘Shujauddowla 70,000 pieces of muskets and asked him to collect as many men 
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_ It goes on to say that since the advance of the Turks in parts of Azarbai- 
jan, there has been a marked change in the attitude of. the representatives 
of the Powers, especially that of the Consul-General of Russia, towards the 
people. They are trying to win the love of the people. It is rumoured that 
the British Consul is responsible for the change in the Russian attitude. For- 
merly the British representative did not take any prominent ‘part, but now- 
— = is much more im evidence in many affairs than even the Russian 
onsul. eS | gsi eee ee 
ruxuasu Mare, . 9. The Persian edition of the Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 1st Feb- 
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been greater than at the present time, because on.the one hand the contending 


* 


2... a ie » “TZ ae: i ®t Fi 12 ae et OES ee ee “ ON eS a" Saun 
Ra dig ois yi ait, of OTe FA GME RSS POISE eee” ie oY, Oe ae fete Bg EN ORES AN BS SARS OGY , 
es Pee a ee : ee Se ea Spins 8 ERS SS y Beda ite 5 Sa BRR TE SOON OE ae oa vig RA a 
Wes sais i , 5 
‘i 7 g “= . * $ he i gue 
iw sk ee Pe * se ; | ar 'e- P a Sih lel MF eg “ na eee S 
F. sesa® ’ ; y Trig} och ae a : ie gi 2 ies CE See * 
: Ma att ee ig eee: 2! os, Whee fae £ OE Se - 5 ge K 4 
ot ‘ “ ELOISE oe Rte ee AS eS > BPS ip mar A, ‘ BPR oa ay * I = ee ae) “ mA , 
4 3 pare fo - : a ™ " b ch : - 
» aR 2 eo gai tete Saat WP Tnass Heteaic® erat x bon 
si cea Saas me 


yeetery have not paid any attention towards the maintenance of the neutra- 
ity of Persia, while on the other, the inhabitants living on the frontiers and 
other prominent citizens have joined with Turkey, whic “has given an occasion 
‘to the English, French and Russian Ambassadors to complain. The Ambassa- 
dors of Turkey, Germany and Austria have pressed upon the Persian Govern- 
‘ment the necessity of dismissing Belgian, English aid ¥ rench employés in the 
Telegraph and other departments, although the Persian Government has 
replied that their services date from before the declaration of the war. | 
PUASLAN EDITION Op 6. The Persian edition of the Hablul Matin [ Calcutta] of the 25th Janu- 
Jan 26th, 1918 | Pic ne a letter from its Teheran corres- 
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depend upon Reuter’s agency for all news and reports, which were considered 


rather partial in tone. Though certain German and Austrian apers were 
received here, yet they were unable to remove the effects produced by the daily 
news service of Reuter’s, which were quite favourable to one of the parties in 
the war. This state did not continue long, and in a very short time news 
from Vienna and Constantinople began to be published and found currency 
throughout Persia and in this way counteracted all effect ‘produced 
by Reuter’s telegrams. Now it must be considered how the two 
contending parties give currency to ‘the news ‘unfavourable to either 
party. The reports received from London and Pétragrad are so contradi 
tory to those obtained from Vienna and Constantinople that they do not leave 
any room for verifying them. This has created great amusement. People 
have divided themselves into ca ! her 
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8. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 28th January complains that the 
‘* Oppression on ral stein Simle- officers of . certain zemindar — | Si m @ ‘ vi 1a 4 
ones ee "are seriously oppressing his ralyate. Recently one 
of these raiyats was summoned and merciless! 
thrashed. His widowed sister came up and sought to intervene, but the tahsil- 
dar caught her bythethroatand droveheraway. = ## $= | | © 
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9. It is reported, writes the Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta’] of the 29th . vam sasvuart 


January; that false news about the war are being — 
The Moplas of the Malab bn PP at -cre 8 ace hed ci tee ott Ly oe gh xe 

“3 ee ee ee circulated among the Moplas of the Malabar coast, 
with the result that they have grown restless and disorderly. If this is true, 
an enquiry is required into the matter. nee A 
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10. The Dainik Basumati [ Calcutta] of the 27th January says t nat on. Daunx Basomatt, 


le the night of the 22nd idem three dacoities with 
o4-Pargenss. ==s=(«sé‘<s«é‘t;é‘sé*C*é OUD Nd OPpression Were Committed in 
) _. the 24-Parganas district, namely, one in Bidhu 
Mandal’s house in village Bamangachi, another in Akshay Mandal’s house in 
village Chatras, and another in Sanatan Rohidas’s house in village Ramnag: 
near Baraset. Is there no remedy for this state ofthings! = = 
11. The Darsak [Calcutta] of the 29th’ January, in referring to the 
“Reward for ‘driving away oven recently given to Babu Sarat Chandra Seal 
dacoite.” oes oeny at Chakdighi by the Deputy Superintendent of 
ee Police of Hooghly to reward his bravery in driv- 
inz away some dacoits from his home, suggests that a more fitting reward 
would have been to present him with some firearm or to permit him to use 
firearms of hisown. Pd 


12. The Bangali [Calcutta] of the 25th January writes that certain 

“ Dallets volcan” inhabitants of. the subdivision of Gopalganj, in 

: a Ns the district of Faridpur, have organised themselves _ 
for purposes of defence against dacoits; and the local District Superintendent | 
of Police has authorised the members of this body to carry ultis (a kind of bow 


” 


for throwing balls and stones) and bows and arrows. Now, a gulti is not 
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engugy even to drive away a monkey; the dacoits carrying revolvers, guns and 
pistols will thus be pitted against these men carrying gultis and bows and 
arrows, brickbats, sticks and walking sticks. “We do not know whether these 
men have been authorised also to use pocket-knives, razors and nail-parer. But 
was it necessary at all to authorise the use of gultis which people have always 
been using to scdre away monkeys? Amidst all this great talk of Indian 
loyalty, we see these sxpmiplee of useless restrictions being added to the hard 
nds already imposed, and in consequence, the people withdrawing into their 
shells Tike tortiteeg ee ee ee ia . 
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their aspirations, they are certain to be driven by hunger to | 
and anarchists. Government is imparting a godless education 
is making them lead luxurious lives in big hostels, is popularising the knov 
ledge of science among them and if, after all this, they fail to obtain incomes a 
up to their expectations, they are bound to go wrong and to bite the hand a ee 
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Lis b riihl, is a retired old German. Letters received in June 
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found to be a satisfactory one. The small-pox epidemic is now raging in Cal- ee : 
cutta and many students have applied for permission to present themselves — 
fo» examinations at centres other than Calcutta. Some of them have been 
tol that orders will be passed on their applications in February, though by 
the rules they are’expected to pay. in their examination fees before that. 
How then are they to fill in their application forms, regarding the place where 
they will present themselves for examination? Inquiries at the office fail to 
isé-Chaniellor is not approachable. = 
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elicit any satisfactory reply and the ’ 
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The Barisal Hitatshi again complains that Inspectors of Schools attach | 
more importance to the playing of football than to actual education.’ As for 
results of examinations, importance is attached to them from the 8th class. 
The 8th class has accommodation for only a small number of boys, so that 

: this number only is promoted.to it from the lower class. The other students 
of the lower class have, therefore, to try their luck in some other school which 
also is difficult to find. .In many schools a preliminary examination is held 
before the test examination. What are the boys who fail to pass this preli- 
minary examination to do? The Inspectors generally. busy themselves with 
details without caring for the broad principles of education. Is there tio 

- remedy for this? ; fi alt (OEE ale NE eT 

i : 40. A correspondent of the Suraj [Pabna] of the 25th. January say: 
Didscution in villeaie. that the condition of primary schools in this coun 
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students a promise to the effect that except for special reasons their b 
hot give up their studies before they have finished the lower primary curr 

it 18 simply impossible for most middle-class villagers to give it to their boys. 
High schools are situated in towns, so that village boys have to leave their 
homes and live in messes or boarding houses in distant towns if they want. 
to get high education. This is more costly than most middle-class villagers 
can afford. Government is, therefore, requested to establish one or two 
high schools in every thana. yg tice ea TRO 
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44. The Dainik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 29th January writes:— Ds Oninvems, >. 
The coming “tmunisipal elec. .: L’ Wa8 an evil moment in which the system of © we Oy eee 
tion” in Caloutta, voting was introduced into Bengal, for it broug 


: with it a train of vices—falsehood, _ 


forgery, chicanery and so forth. The Indian Daily News suggests the 
duction of voting by ballot. But voting by ballot, however ‘suitable i 
be for the educated few, will not be much suited to the illiterate masses ai ve 4 

In our opinion self-government was introduced in our country by Lord ee : 
Ripon with the object of ruining it. A thousand years of English 
and aping of tip. 8 civilisation would not have done such harm to Inx 
Lord Ripon has done to it by means of his scheme of self-government. -! 
of all the Viceroys of India none else was such an enemy of the countr 
Lord Ripon was. Now as'before the English do whatever they like. ° 
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only change which the voting affair has brought is that now there is no dis- _ | i 
tinetion between respectable and disrespectable or educated and uneducated == ee 
men. ‘There is no want of really honest and educatéd respectable men in = 3 eerie. 
Calcutta. But they-never stand for a municipal commissionership. They fat eae 
know that nothing debases a man more than going about begging for votes. are 

_ . We request the Government to introduce voting by ballotandatthesame = rg ey 
time make a rule to the effect that none will be allowed to become a municipal _ ge 
commissioner more than three times. At present a commissionership seems _ | 
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generation. We would, however, have had some consolation if good-looki: 
scions of aristocratic families had adorned the Calcutta Municipal Boar 
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2 have all been transferred to Bihar — a a 
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ee | «0 therein, regarding-the system of local self-govern- 
ment, with the exception of that. in regard. to local taxation. . In fact they 
embody the recommendations of the Decentralisation Commission for the 
acceptance of which a resolution was moved in the Imperial Council last year. 
These proposals mean that. the fabric of local self-government is to be rebuilt 
from the hase and that the village union is to be the starting point of the new 
system. This was indeed the idea: which was put forth by ee Morley in 
his celebrated Despatch of 1909, and the journal is glad that.it is about to be 
given effect to. With regard to some of the other proposals the paper regrets 
that it cannot agree with the Committee. For instance, when dealing with 
the economic situation in Bengal, the Committee proposes as a panacea the 
appointment of a Director of Industries, of course, with the necessary. office 
establishment. The official mind, the journal fears, can think of no improve- 
ment possible in any direction without a multiplication of officials and a sen- 
sible addition to the departments of the State. If the economic situation of a 
province 1s to be improved, more officials are needed: if the system of local self- 
government 1s to be strengthened, again there must be more officials; if the 
country 1s to be purged of malaria, there must. be an army of sanitary Inspec- 
tors. Thus everywhere, even in ar ey where the administrative machinery 
can have little influence or scope, the addition of officials is the first. remedy. 
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observes the Bengalee, that the young Indians also, with the natural cry of | one. 
_youthful adventure and idealism in their blood, should be so eager to join these ; ee 
fighters and contribute their own share to the successful termination of a - 
struggle which promises more or less to remake the history and culture of the 
modern world. It is true that Japan, who was under some treaty-obligations _ | Chee 
to Great Britain to assist her in a struggle of this kind, readily threw herself : ae 
into this general European war. But treaties are hi, ae made by civilis 
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whose very existence, even British politicians and publicists say, isthreatened 8 
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